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EHD Emergency Response Unit (ERU)
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EHD Emergency 
Response Plan and 

Handbook

Developing 
emergency incident 
response training for 

EH professionals

Increasing EHD staff 
skills and knowledge

Maintaining an up-to-
date after hours 

emergency contact list 
for local governments

Providing input into 
State and National EM 

Plans

Input into resources 
and tools

Strategic preparedness initiatives
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• EHD provided considerable 
input to the development of 
this resource

• It provides practical 
guidance to environmental 
health practitioners

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-guidance-disaster-and-emergency-management-for-environmental-health-practitioners


Key response activities
• Pre-event heads up
• Briefings, Situation Reports, Reporting  
• Liaison within DOH – OCHO, SHIC, DPMD, 

Communications, CDCD, 
• Liaison with state agencies –DFES, Water Corp, DoC, 

WAPOL, DWER, 
• Liaison with local government, EHOs 
• EHD officer deployment to support local government EHO 

if required 
• Input into to communication materials, media enquiries, 

social media
• Coordination of specific messaging/liaison with DOH 

Communications



Key response activities
• Coordination of technical input from EHD teams on 

issues

- Water Team – Water Corporation (drinking water)  
Joint Agency Coordination Plan, Join Agency 
Coordination Team
Licensed Service providers  – BAU early 

detection 
Onsite sewerage system advice management

- Biological Applied EH Hazards 
Mosquito borne viruses, surveillance, 

management advice
Emergency repellant, mosquito net supplies
Mould management advice

- Chemical Hazards Team
Asbestos management
Chemical hazard risk assessment, management



Pre deployment activities
• EHD officers engaging with LG EHO as to 

needs, schedule of activities, key meetings, 
technical advice and support required

• Liaising with other on-ground agencies 
• Liaising with DOH Comms about media 

opportunities, consistent and meaningful 
messaging

• Sorting EHD logistics travel arrangements, 
accommodation, approvals, role & 
responsibilities, materials required

• WHS assessments



• Not to ‘take over’ but rather to assist and 
support LG EHO 

• Develop an EHD in person appreciation of 
the situation and issues 

• Provide direct input and advice on public 
health matters

• Complete inspections, assessments and 
advice on re-opening of 
premises/buildings

• Media and community meetings – public 
health messaging

• Presentations and training as necessary 
• Assist in coordinating liaison and resources 

between agencies on the ground

Deployment activities
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Public Environmental Health Professionals

EH Resources



EH Professionals:
• Environmental health risks 

during and after a bushfire
Public:
• After a bushfire – hazards 

on your property 
(healthywa.wa.gov.au)

• Smoke hazards from 
bushfires 
(healthywa.wa.gov.au)

Fire damage and 
smoke

https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Environmental-health-risks-during-and-after-a-bushfire
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/After-a-bushfire-hazards-on-your-property
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/S_T/Smoke-hazard-from-bushfires


Floods and 
cyclones

EH Professionals:
• Environmental health risks 

during and after a bushfire
Public:

• Hazards after a flood 
(healthywa.wa.gov.au)

• Environmental health risks 
following cyclones and 
floods

https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Environmental-health-risks-during-and-after-a-bushfire
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Hazards-after-cyclones-and-floods
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Environmental-health-risks-following-cyclones-and-floods


Heatwave
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EH professionals:
• Heatwave strategies for local 

government 
(health.wa.gov.au)

• New heatwave warning 
system awareness campaign 
(health.wa.gov.au)

For public:
• Heatwaves – be prepared for 

extreme heat 
(healthywa.wa.gov.au)

https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Heatwave-strategies-for-local-government
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Campaign-heatwave
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Heatwave-be-prepared-for-extreme-heat
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enHealth resource Other languages – audio / video 

Risk communication support

Social media



In development…

• Public Health Guidelines for Evacuation Centres
• PH Registrar input into Guidelines for Managing Mould
• Input into National Health Emergency Response Plan 

(Department of Health Aged Care)
• EH Responding to emergencies and incidents for EH 

professionals Handbook 
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Training and 
partnerships

• Remained subscribed to the 
Environmental Health e-news

• Improve our partnerships with 
existing organisations to 
embed ongoing EH training 
e.g. WALGA
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