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Emergency management plans

The State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC) arranges for the preparation of emergency management

Version 1
plans for Western Australia
Last updated: 12 October 2023
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« State Emergency Management Framework A Strategic Framework for Emergency Management in
Western Australia.
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EHD Emergency Response Unit (ERU)

Strategic preparedness initiatives

EHD Emergency Developing Providing input into

emergency incident :
Respl_cl)gﬁng;IgE and response training for State angll;lggonal EM

EH professionals

Maintaining an up-to-
date after hours Increasing EHD staff Input into resources

emergency contact list skills and knowledge and tools
for local governments
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enHealth guidance — Disaster and emergency management for environmental health
practitioners | Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care

Disaster and Emergency * EHD provided considerable

Management for input to the development of

Environmental Health this resource

Practitioners

» It provides practical
guidance to environmental
health practitioners

r environmental health practitioners in managing disasters

rgencies in Austraiian seftings
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https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-guidance-disaster-and-emergency-management-for-environmental-health-practitioners

Key response activities

* Pre-event heads up
 Briefings, Situation Reports, Reporting

 Liaison within DOH — OCHO, SHIC, DPMD,
Communications, CDCD,

 Liaison with state agencies -DFES, Water Corp, DoC,
WAPOL, DWER,

+ Liaison with local government, EHOs

» EHD officer deployment to support local government EHO
if required

* Input into to communication materials, media enquiries,
social media

» Coordination of specific messaging/liaison with DOH
Communications

health.wa.gov.au



Key response activities

» Coordination of technical input from EHD teams on
issues

- Water Team — Water Corporation (drinking water)
Joint Agency Coordination Plan, Join Agency
Coordination Team

Licensed Service providers — BAU early
detection
Onsite sewerage system advice management

- Biological Applied EH Hazards
Mosquito borne viruses, surveillance,
management advice
Emergency repellant, mosquito net supplies
Mould management advice

- Chemical Hazards Team
Asbestos management
Chemical hazard risk assessment, management

health.wa.gov.au




Pre deployment ac

EHD officers engaging with LG EHO as to "
needs, schedule of activities, key meetings,
technical advice and support required

Liaising with other on-ground agencies

Liaising with DOH Comms about media
opportunities, consistent and meaningful
messaging

Sorting EHD logistics travel arrangements,y/'i"\

accommodation, approvals, role &
responsibilities, materials required

WHS assessments




Deployment activities

* Not to ‘take over’ but rather to assist and
support LG EHO

Develop an EHD in person appreciation of
the situation and issues

Provide direct input and advice on public
health matters

Complete inspections, assessments and
advice on re-opening of
premises/buildings

Media and community meetings — public
health messaging

Presentations and training as necessary

Assist in coordinating liaison and resources
between agencies on the ground







EH Resources

Public
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Home ¥ Safety and first aid * Natural disasters and weather

Natural disasters and weather

This section will give you information the hazards you may face and the precaufions you should take during and after a natural
disasler.

After a Hazards after
bushfire a flood
Heatwave Smoke hazards

from bushfire

3 After a bushfire — hazards on your property

» Burying dead animals

» Damaged chemicals, poison and pesticides

> Emergency treatment of drinking water supplies
> Hazards after a fiood

» Fire damaged asbestos

» Fire damaged on-site wastewater systems

% Flood damaged on site wastewater systems

» Prepare for a heatwave

» Recovering afer the flood — clean-up for householders
3 Rainwater tank contaminafion

» Recreational waters and fishing after a flood

¥ Smoke hazards from bushfires

¥ Cleaning-up ash from CCA treated timber

» Swimming pool contamination

Environmental Health Professionals

Site map | Accessibiity | Contactus

Government of Western Australia Q Search this site
Department of Health

Go to whole of WA Government search

Home » Health for. » Envi Health pracit » Disaster T , Wil m

Health for. Disaster Management

Health professionals
In WA, is by the State Committee:

Environmental Health
practitioners This section contains about disaster and ] for local
Health Practitioners.

Researchers and
LGS The Disaster and for Health Guide (external site) provides valuable information
for Practitioners with limited exposure to disaster management, providing an overview and appreciation of planning and response
efforts. Disaster management planners can also uss this guide to gain a better appreciation of environmental health and how this

can be incorporated within systems and local planning

Licensing and industry

The enHealth Risk C Guidance (external site) outlines the principles of risk communication to assist environmental
public health practitioners to understand and prepare for communicating risks to the public.

Additional information for health professionals is also available.

Cyclones and flooding

Fire damage and smoke

Heatwave

Outbreak and incident management

Public events

Training

wa.gov.au Privacy Disclaimer | Gopyright | Staffportal | Sitemap | Accessibiity | Gontactus
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Fire damage and
smoke

EH Professionals:

 Environmental health risks
during and after a bushfire

Public:

e After a bushfire — hazards
onh your property
(healthywa.wa.gov.au)

e Smoke hazards from
bushfires
(healthywa.wa.gov.au)

health.wa.gov.au
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during clean-up.
Electricity andgas Wear personal protection

Stay safe from
bushfire smoke


https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Environmental-health-risks-during-and-after-a-bushfire
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/After-a-bushfire-hazards-on-your-property
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/S_T/Smoke-hazard-from-bushfires
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Insurance

Environmental health risks e
during and after a bushfire
Public:

e Hazards after a flood
(healthywa.wa.gov.au)

* Environmental health risks

following cyclones an ———
floods = sy

« theasbestos cementis badly available.
damaged Ifyouwant to emoveasmallamourtor

ek shetsonyour poperty, fsmportart
) _ tofollowthe right stepsto keep youand

- theasbestoscontaningmaterial  youramiyeafe

blesunder hand!
crumolesundernand resSUre o e ithywawa.govaufioods
+ youdon'thave appropriate foradvice on safe removal
equipment
- thereareother hazards. asbestos cement.

healthywawagovau
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https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Environmental-health-risks-during-and-after-a-bushfire
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Hazards-after-cyclones-and-floods
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Environmental-health-risks-following-cyclones-and-floods
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Heatwaves — be prepared for extreme heat

> Heatwaves can occur in any location.

* Heatwaves occur when the minimum and maximum temperatures 2re much hotter than usual for three or more days 2t a location

EH professionals:

» Heatwave strateqgies for local
government .. 1
(health.wa.gov.au) R — A

° NeW heatwave Warninq New heatwave warning system 2022 (60 sec) A A

Advice — stay up to-date Watch and act - start taking action Ei warning - act i

system awareness campaign = P [ —
(health.wa.gov.au) Sy o rmmm—— S e
For public:
 Heatwaves — be prepared for Heatwaves can kill
extreme heat Know the new heatwave

> The heatwave warning system gives you information ence it has been forecast by the Burezu of Metearalogy (BOM] fexternal site),

Heatwave alert warning levels

The Austrakian Warming System (external si) is 2 new national approach to information and calls to actions for hazards incluing extreme heat

Heatwiave alerts have three warning levels indicating the increasing risk to your heshth, It i important to stay ug-to-date with relevant alerts to help you grepare for and e
the impact of extrerns heat

Staying healthy in the heat

FO® &

. Prepare for a heatwave During a heatwave After a heatwave
wa rn | n g syStem Ready yourself, family and home for heatwaves. Stay safe and healthy during = heatwave. Stay heathy sfier hot weather or extreme heat,
(healthywa.wa.gov.au)
healthywa.wa.gov.au Health impacts People at risk Information for carers
Signs, symatoms and how o manage. Higher risk cohorts during a heatviave Caring during exirem heat periods.
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https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Heatwave-strategies-for-local-government
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Campaign-heatwave
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Heatwave-be-prepared-for-extreme-heat

Risk communication support

iy HealthyWA & e X

Broken asbestos is dangerous. Leave it! (&) Use
a licensed asbestos removalist. If you must

en H E A L I H rernove a small amount of intact ashestos
cement sheets on your property, follow the
safety steps on HealthyWa.

Play (k)

» Pl ) o04/138

\pplication of mosquito repellent (Kriol)
enHEALTH RISK ﬁm 5235:::::;;“ He.. L) Subscribed iy ke GI 2> Share
Beware of asb
COMMUNICATION GUIDANCE WaTe Of S
when cleaning flood damage
RISK COMMUNICATION PRINCIPLES [Por gk vout ook, e i adel.

S hittps:/fwww healthywa wa.go... P 037/0:37 e———
mosdaic b Flood clean-up | Asbestos  Lsam more .
safety

EEER \ N N\

enHealth resource Social media Other languages — audio / video
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In development...

« Public Health Guidelines for Evacuation Centres
« PH Registrar input into Guidelines for Managing Mould

* |nput into National Health Emergency Response Plan
(Department of Health Aged Care)

 EH Responding to emergencies and incidents for EH
professionals Handbook

health.wa.gov.au 18




Training and
partnerships

e Remained subscribed to the
Environmental Health e-news

* Improve our partnerships with
existing organisations to
embed ongoing EH training
e.g. WALGA

health.wa.gov.au
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