Clinician alert #72 – all clinicians
Effective from 10 December 2021

3rd Primary Dose of COVID-19 Vaccine for Severely Immunocompromised People
The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) recommends a 3rd primary
dose of COVID-19 vaccine in all severely immunocompromised individuals aged ≥12 years
to address the risk of suboptimal or non-response following the standard 2 dose schedule.
The recommended interval for the 3rd PRIMARY dose is 2 to 6 months after the 2nd dose.

• A minimum interval of 4 weeks may be considered in exceptional circumstances (e.g.

anticipated intensification of immunosuppression or during outbreaks).
• Immunocompromised people who received a 2nd COVID vaccine dose more than 6 months
ago should receive a 3rd dose as soon as feasible.

An mRNA vaccine (Pfizer or Moderna) is preferred to Vaxzevria (AstraZeneca) for the 3rd
Primary dose.
•

•

AstraZeneca can be used for the 3rd dose for individuals who have received AstraZeneca for
their first 2 doses if there are no contraindications or precautions, or if a significant adverse
reaction occurred after a previous mRNA vaccine dose which contraindicates further doses of
mRNA vaccine (e.g. anaphylaxis, myocarditis).
For people who have had a single dose vaccine as their primary course overseas (e.g.
Janssen), this advice would apply to a 2nd primary dose.

The 3rd PRIMARY dose differs from a COVID vaccine BOOSTER dose.
•
•

A single COVID-19 vaccine BOOSTER dose is now available for anyone aged 18 years and
older who received their second dose 6 or more months ago.
ATAGI does not currently recommend more than three doses in severely
immunocompromised individuals (i.e. a booster dose is not currently recommended for
persons who have had a three dose primary series).

ALL individuals with severe immunocompromise, as defined in ATAGI recommendations
should receive a 3rd primary dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.
•

Studies have shown that immunocompromised persons with COVID-19 have about twice the
risk of death compared to the general population.

The conditions and therapies for which a 3rd Primary dose is recommended are listed in
Box 1 on the next page.
•
•
•

This list is not exhaustive
Clinicians may use their judgement for conditions or medications that are not listed and
associated with severe immunocompromise
ATAGI does not currently recommend a 3rd Primary dose for someone with a mild-tomoderate immunocompromising condition or therapy, or for immunocompetent people.

For complete details of the ATAGI recommendations please see:
Recommendations on the use of a 3rd primary dose of COVID-19 vaccine in individuals who are
severely immunocompromised, updated 2 November 2021.

A list of biologics for which a 3rd primary dose is not recommended is avaible in the ATAGI guidance [Table 1(b)].
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