
 

   
 

SHICC PUBLIC HEALTH 
BULLETIN #36 

Wednesday 5 October 2022 14:00 Hours 
This bulletin has been authorised by Incident Controller, Dr Revle Bangor-Jones 

COVID-19 case and vaccination numbers 

• WA: Weekly statements, Vaccination dashboard and WA COVID-19 data update 

• National: Current National Status and Australia’s vaccine roll-out 

• Worldwide: WHO Situation Reports and WHO Dashboard 

Living with COVID 

Chief Health Officer advice 

The latest advice from the Chief Health Officer is available here. 

National isolation agreement reached 

Mandatory isolation requirements for COVID-19 cases and close contacts will end from Friday  
14 October 2022. This decision was made at National Cabinet on 30 September 2022. 

National Cabinet agreed to the end the Pandemic Leave Disaster Payment effective the same date. 
To support the most vulnerable and those in high-risk settings, targeted financial support will be 
available for casual workers in aged care, disability care, Aboriginal health care and hospital care 
sectors. 

The removal of the mandatory isolation requirement does not mean the pandemic is over. Individuals 
and businesses are encouraged to remain vigilant and protect themselves and the community against 
COVID-19. 

Until 14 October 2022, the current mandatory isolation requirements for COVID-19 cases and close 
contacts remain in place. 

Continue to monitor the Department of Health, HealthyWA and WA Government websites for the most 
up-to-date advice. 

New Bill introduced to WA Parliament 

The WA Government has introduced a Bill into State Parliament to provide a new framework to 
manage COVID-19. 

The new framework will allow for a ‘Temporary COVID-19 Declaration’ for the continuation of public 
health measures to manage COVID-19 in the community without a State of Emergency declaration. 
It will not allow the closure of State borders. 

Refer to the media statement for further information. 

GP referral for private PCR testing 

A reminder that patients need a referral from a GP or other medical practitioner to access PCR testing 
by private pathology providers. 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/News/Media-releases-listing-page
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/covid-communications/covid-19-coronavirus-vaccination-dashboard
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Reports-and-publications/WA-COVID-19-data-update
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-at-a-glance
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19#australias-vaccine-rollout.
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/
https://covid19.who.int/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwoub3BRC6ARIsABGhnybJf9dNByiYKpY3Qg0cJoqEyKjTplKEgxKirThnHr726rZlvWG9ZVoaAo6FEALw_wcB
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/covid-communications/covid-19-coronavirus-chief-health-officer-advice
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/covid-communications/covid-19-coronavirus-chief-health-officer-advice
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/meeting-national-cabinet-1
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/Testing-positive-for-COVID19
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-close-contacts
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-close-contacts
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus
https://www.wa.gov.au/
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2022/09/New-legislation-introduced-to-end-WAs-State-of-Emergency.aspx
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID-clinics
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People who are close contacts or with COVID-like symptoms can continue to receive PCR testing 
without a referral at Public COVID clinics. These clinics are at Joondalup Hospital, PathWest Murdoch 
drive-through, Rockingham Hospital drive-through and Royal Perth Hospital in the metro area, and at 
regional testing locations as listed . 

In most circumstances, a rapid antigen test (RAT) is suitable to test for COVID-19 and is safe, 
convenient and fast. 

Information for employers 

The WA COVID-19 Test Trace Isolate Quarantine Plan (TTIQ Plan) and the Health Care Worker 
(HCW) Furloughing Guidelines have been removed from the WA Health website. 

Relevant information previously available in these documents is now available at the COVID-19 in the 
workplace web page, which includes: 

• information to prevent and manage COVID-19 in the workplace 

• requirements for asymptomatic close contacts to attend work in non-high risk and in high-risk 

settings (including HCWs in health care settings) 

• links to key resources including HealthyWA case and close contact isolation information, 

COVID-19 infection prevention and control advice on cleaning and disinfection and COVID-

19 vaccination information. 

Specific guidance for the management of acute respiratory infection in residential aged care facilities 
in WA is available at the COVID-19 information for aged care and community care providers page of 
the Department of Health website. 

Weekly reporting period 

The Department of Health has transitioned to a weekly COVID-19 statement, in line with a national 
approach. Western Australia (WA) case data is now available every Friday via the statement on the 
Department of Health website. 

COVID-19 vaccination program 

Bivalent Original/Omicron (Moderna) vaccine included in COVID-19 vaccination 
program 

The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) has advised that the Bivalent 
Original/Omicron (Moderna) will be included in the COVID-19 vaccination program for boosters in 
people aged 18 years or older from 10 October 2022. 

This Moderna bivalent vaccine can be used as an alternative vaccine for any booster dose in people 
aged 18 years or older according to the current ATAGI recommendations for booster doses. ATAGI 
does not currently recommend use of the Moderna bivalent vaccine as a booster in anyone under 18 
years as it is not registered for this age group. 

It is not recommended for the primary course of vaccination (first two doses in most people or first 
three doses in severely immunocompromised people). 

The Moderna bivalent vaccine will be available from participating pharmacies and GPs, which can be 
found on the Vaccine Clinic Finder. 

  

https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID-clinics
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-information-for-business-and-industry/COVID19-in-the-workplace-Information-for-employers-and-employees
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-information-for-business-and-industry/COVID19-in-the-workplace-Information-for-employers-and-employees
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-information-for-Aged-Care-and-Community-Care-Providers
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/News/Media-releases-listing-page
https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-statement-on-use-of-the-moderna-bivalent-originalomicron-vaccine#msdynttrid=EOKIv6THpyNVJMNntKRM8SMCc480pmM34PaEdDlTMtg
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/advice-for-providers/clinical-guidance/clinical-recommendations#booster-dose-recommendations-
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-finder
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Updated ATAGI recommendations fact sheet 

ATAGI fact sheet with recommendations on the use of a third primary dose of COVID-19 vaccine in 
individuals who are severely immunocompromised has been updated. 

Updates include recommendations: 

• for children aged 6 months and older 

• on the use of Nuvaxovid (Novavax) COVID-19 vaccine. 

Co-administration with other vaccines in children aged 6 months to <5 years 

In children aged 6 months to <5 years, ATAGI recommends (where possible) a minimum interval of 7 
to 14 days between a Spikevax (Moderna) COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccines to minimise the risk 
of adverse events such as fever. 

Moderna paediatric COVID-19 vaccine can be co-administered with other vaccines if separation of 
vaccines would be logistically challenging, such as with outreach programs, in remote areas, or for 
children receiving complicated catch-up schedules. 

Vaccine information and resources 

Please visit the sources below for more information and resources related to vaccines:  

• Australian Government – COVID-19 booster vaccine advice 
• Australian Government – COVID-19 vaccination clinical considerations 
• Australian Government – COVID-19 vaccine translated information 
• WA Department of Health – COVID-19 information for health professionals and GPs 

• HealthyWA – COVID-19 vaccine (for WA community), including FAQs 

• Keeping Culture Safe and Strong Aboriginal - COVID-19 vaccination resources 

Directions updates 
COVID-19 State of Emergency Declarations and community advice webpages summarise the latest 
COVID-19 Directions in place in WA. New Directions can be found on the WA Government website. 

Updated factsheets 
• WA Health COVID-19 Framework for System Alert and Response (SAR) Version 9.1 

Testing 

General population testing criteria 

Testing locations 

Testing locations are listed on HealthyWA. 

Series of National Guidelines (SoNG) 
The latest iteration was released on 9 September 2022. 

Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) 
The AHPPC recently released the following statement: 

• Statement on reduced isolation period for COVID-19 cases – 8 September 2022 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-recommendations-on-the-use-of-a-third-primary-dose-of-covid-19-vaccine-in-individuals-who-are-severely-immunocompromised#msdynttrid=nzvGuiZJENvQ-SHjKs9U0xYMi8G_fjFT7FUv2bOKAs0
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/f5a123649bf843b0b6fd5e4ef5a8114e.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/T5ZTNKGR2JxSeMALXh5x8geAmYXzkyfXt6yFJOqCZqox/Mx2jfX2dtFvloHylm66uxUmSwfoWcJdFRWY1BiR5Fc8x?targetUrl=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.health.gov.au*2Fnews*2Fatagi-recommendations-on-covid-19-vaccine-use-in-children-aged-6-months-to__;JSUlJSU!!Lav448XFWxY!4prSUDUBYovZZzgzrKfMJiw9_Tgacct1QvCzm3Q5U6W3w_a6Bh9oaD0lJIZHnkyHMY0R1n6JFlQH6-tZvef8Hn_aI-mDGgogg-uU$
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-your-vaccination/booster-doses
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/advice-for-providers/clinical-guidance
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/translations
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/sitecore/content/Healthy-WA/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-vaccine
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/sitecore/content/Healthy-WA/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-vaccine/FAQs
https://www.ahcwa.org.au/vaccineresources
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/covid-19-coronavirus-state-of-emergency-declarations
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-community-advice
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications
https://www.wa.gov.au/
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/sitecore/content/Corporate/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-Framework-for-System-Alert-and-Response
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/sitecore/content/Corporate/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-information-for-health-professionals
https://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/COVID-clinics
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cdna-national-guidelines-for-public-health-units
https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/australian-health-protection-principal-committee-ahppc
https://www.health.gov.au/news/ahppc-statement-reduced-isolation-period-for-covid-19-cases
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Business and industry 

Resources for more information 

• WA Department of Health and HealthyWA  

• WA Department of Health Media releases 

• Australian Department of Health 

• Advice for the public (WHO) 

• Advice in other languages and Translated Resources 

• Advice and resources for Aboriginal people 

• Covid Clinic walkthrough – in multiple languages 

• ServiceWA user guide 

• Mandatory vaccination Directions and supporting documents 

• Mandatory vaccination Frequently Asked Questions 

• Proof of vaccination Directions, information and Frequently Asked Questions 

• COVID-19 in the workplace – Information for employers and employees 

• Posters, signage and resources for businesses 

More information   

• COVID-19 Clinic ONLY Test Results Enquiry Line: 1800 313 223 (Note: NOT for GP referred 
testing or private pathology clinic tests) 

• COVID-19 WA Public Information Line: 13 268 43 (13 COVID) 

• COVID-19 WA Police Line: 131 444 to report breaches of quarantine, business activities,  
border controls and other State of Emergency Directions 

Next advice The Bulletin is issued fortnightly. Next issue: 19 October 2022. 

Last updated 13 October 2022 V2 

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request for a person with disability. 

© Department of Health 2022 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus
https://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/News/Media-releases-listing-page
https://www.health.gov.au/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-advice-other-languages
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/Coronavirus-translated-resources
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/Coronavirus-information-for-Aboriginal-people
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjOggZexQxj54s-qtMW1SYrjh8nZwsKXR
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/servicewa-app-user-guide
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/covid-19-coronavirus-mandatory-vaccination
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-vaccination-program/Mandatory-COVID19-vaccination
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/covid-19-coronavirus-business-and-community-activity
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/covid-19-coronavirus/covid-19-coronavirus-proof-of-covid-19-vaccinations
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/covid-19-coronavirus-proof-of-vaccination-frequently-asked-questions
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-information-for-business-and-industry/COVID19-in-the-workplace-Information-for-employers-and-employees
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/covid-19-coronavirus-posters-and-signage#managing-covid-19

